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The Guitar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Left Hand 

 
1 2 3 4 5 

 
 

The left hand plays on the fretboard (or neck) of the guitar by 

pressing down strings onto the fretboard. 

 



Right Hand 

 
p i m a c 

 

This hand plays by the sound hole of the guitar. This hand can 

strum and pick. 



The 6 Strings of the Guitar 

 

 
 

- The bottom string is the 1st String of the guitar. This string is 

the highest pitched string and is the thinnest string. 

 

- The top string is the 6th string (or Last string) of the guitar. This 

string is the lowest pitched string and is the thickest string. 



The Frets of the Guitar 

 
The Guitar has many silver lines on the fretboard called Frets. 

 
When playing the guitar, the frets are NEVER touched. The Left 

Hand fingers always press down just above a fret. 

 

CORRECT                        WRONG                         WRONG 

 
Just Above                            Too Far                       Touching Fret 



How to Read Tabs 

 

 

- Tabs are an easy way to effectively read music for guitar. 

 

- Tabs have 6 lines. Each line represents a string. The Top line is 

the first string. The bottom line is the sixth (or last) string. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

- Tabs have numbers written on the lines. These numbers 

represent what fret to press down. 

1)   

 

 

 

This means to play the 3rd String Open (No Fret) 

2)   

 

 

 

This means to play the 1st String on the 3rd Fret. 



EXAMPLE OF TABS WORKSHEET: Fill in the Blanks 

1) 

 

 

 

This means to play the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

 

2) 

 

 

 

This means to play the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

 

3) 

 

 

 

This means to play the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

 

4)  

 

 

 

This means to play the _____ String _______ (____ Fret) 



How to Read Chord Charts 

 

A Chord Chart helps guitarists read and learn chords and scales. 

- The lines going down represent the strings of the guitar. The far 

right line being the first string. 

 

- The lines going across represent the frets of the guitar as 

labeled.  

 

 

 

NB: Remember, When playing the guitar, the frets are NEVER 

touched. The Left Hand fingers always press down just above a fret. 



Left Hand 

 

When reading chord charts, the fingers of the left hand is 

represented by numbers in circles. 



 
This chord charts represents: 

- Put the 1st Finger on the 1st String on the 1st Fret. 

 

 
This chord charts represents: 

- Put the 2nd Finger on the 5th String on the 2nd Fret.

- Put the 3rd Finger on the 4th String on the 2nd Fret 

(at the same time!) 



EXAMPLE OF CHORD CHART WORKSHEET: Fill in the Blanks

1) 

This chord charts represents: 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret 

 

2)  

 

 

 

This chord charts represents: 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret 

 

3)  

 

 

 

This chord charts represents: 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret. 

- Put the _____ Finger on the _____ String on the _____ Fret 
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Scales 



















 

Copyright © 2010 – 2018 Seth Escalante All Rights Reserved 

Other Published Works from Seth Escalante 
 

 

 

- A 2017 Collection of Work from Seth Escalante 

2nd Edition, 2018 

 

 

 

- Technical Work for the Guitar 

2nd Edition, 2018 

 

 

 

- Pieces for the Beginner Guitarist 

3rd Edition, 2018 

 

 

 

- Simple Traditional Songs for the Guitar 

3rd Edition, 2018

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Biography of Seth Escalante 

Seth Escalante is one of Trinidad and Tobago top Classical Guitarists. He is a professional performer who has 

performed throughout Trinidad and Tobago on its top stages. He earned his LTCL (with distinction) from Trinity 

Guildhall School of Music in London, his AAS: Music (with honors) and BA: Music (with honors) from COSTAATT. 

He is a passionate educator, very often publishing his own materials for teaching and learning methods. As a 

composer, Seth has created over 71 compositions for the classical guitar that are available for free online; both 

sheet music and audio. His students have gone on to study music at a tertiary level and are frequent champions 

in his country's music festival. He writes music articles and engages in progressive studies most of which are 

available on his website along with all his published works and music: https://www.sethescalante.com




